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Have you noticed how song writers
are able to communicate their ideas
through their songs? Now, it is your
turn to make your words and ideas
sing by creating a song. Start by
choosing a topic that will impact
others in a positive way. What do you
especially care about? Peace, kindness,
helping others, honesty, family or
saving our earth? Select a familiar
song and then take the melody and
replace it with words of your own. The
more you practice the easier it will be.
Before long, you will be able to
compose a new melody to go along
with your message.

Compose Your Song

inging a song, playing an instrument, making music—
did you know that you can talk to others in a tune?
They will hear you loud and clear. Music can help you

feel happy, get energized or share your feelings. You can

put your thoughts into words, tell a story, or teach a lesson. Did

you ever think about being a songwriter? In this activity, you

will learn how fun and easy it is to put your thoughts into
words and your words into a song.

Friends
Row, row, Be, be,
Row your boat, Be a friend
Gently down the stream  All across the land
Merrily, merrily It's always good
Merrily, merrily To have a friend
Life is but a dream. Who needs a helping hand.

My Sample Sonc§




Does Poetry Make
the Song?

H ow well do you understand and appreciate
poetry? Poetry can range from the funny
limericks of Ogden Nash to the more serious
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- What was most difficult about %g @

writing a song?
H | AP works of such poets as Robert Frost or Carl Sandburg.
Headll_ne it o Unlike other kinds of writing, poetry uses some type
° What did you learn about delivering of rhyme or stress meter, has a natural rhythm and

a message through this activity? can be set to familiar melodies like nursery rhymes.
Poetry creates an image that will remain long after

the words are spoken or sung.

Tips to Writing a Catchy Song
A song needs to do three basic things to impress a

listener.
. 1. Needs to draw the listener in with interesting
Link It/ alize lyrics.
> How can délivering a message in 2. Needs to be ‘catchy’, as a song must please the ear
a different way help you share your rather than just reading it like a poem.
feelings with others? 3. Needs to have good sound structure.

Parts of a Song

1. A stanza is similar to a paragraph in a book. One
or two stanzas making up the verse usually give
the details of the song.

2. Rhyme patterns are the poetry of songs and should
match other verses in a song. Usually rhymes
come at the end of a line, but not always.

Network It/ a1 3. The chorus is a section of lines that generally

° In what other ways could you contain the catchiest part of the song and often

communicate your message to contains the title.
different audiences?
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